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Monthly Hotspot 

 

MARCH LOCAL EVENTS 
8th QCWA INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S    

DAY 
20th     BOULIA SHIRE COUNCIL MEETING 

 
APRIL LOCAL EVENTS 
2nd – 19th SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
3rd – 5th   EASTER 
4th     BOULIA EASTER RACES 
25th     ANZAC DAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A  p r o g r e s s i v e  s h i r e  c r e a t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  a l l .  

Front Page Photo 
Do you want to see your photo on the front page of the CCC? 

Send us your best shot and see if your image is chosen for the next Issue 
of the CCC 

MARCH REGIONAL EVENTS 
28th NORTH GREGORY TURF CLUB 

RACES - WINTON 
 
 

APRIL REGIONAL EVENTS 
6th    WALTZING MATILDA DAY 
17th – 19th  JULIA CREEK DIRT AND DUST 
                  FESTIVAL  
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In a town known for its big skies, red earth and even bigger resilience, a new 
council driven initiative is asking an important question - What’s The Future 
(WTF) Boulia. 
 
WTF Boulia is a bold new conversation bringing locals together to shape the 
next chapter in the life of one of Queensland’s remotest shires. 
 
From grazing families and small business owners to young people, elders 
and community groups, this project is about imagining what Boulia could 
look like in the next 5 to ten years. 
 
WTF Boulia has been designed to spotlight opportunity in the shire. Could 
new tourism experiences build on the existing Min Min Encounter and 
Boulia Heritage Complex? How might technology strengthen local 
businesses and education? What would help attract and retain young 
families? And how can the community protect the unique outback lifestyle 
that makes Boulia so special? 
 
As part of the initiative, Boulia Shire Council has recently launched a 
community survey, designed to give everyone a voice - with the option to 
remain completely anonymous. 
 
To access the survey, you can visit our website at www. boulia.qld.gov.au or 
visit the Boulia Shire Council Office at 18 Herbert St, Boulia to grab a hard 
copy of the survey. 
 
If you need support or advice on accessing the survey, you can call into the 
Boulia Shire Library on Mondays between the hours of 8:30am – 1:15pm then 
2:30pm – 4:30pm where a staff member will be in hand to assist. 

WTF Boulia … (What’s the Future) 
 
E 
 
L 
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Be prepared and take the time to check out the information @ Get Ready 
Queensland: www.getready.qld.gov.au 

 
Stay up to date with the Disaster Dashboard, found on our Council website 

https://dashboard.boulia.qld.gov.au/ 

Emergency Contact Numbers 
FOR ALL LIFE-THREATENING EMERGENCIES CALL 000 

 
Boulia Police Station – (07) 4744 1644 or Police Link 131 444 
State Emergency Services (SES) - 13 25 00 
Boulia Primary Health Centre – (07) 4746 2300 
Council – (07) 4746 3188 After hours emergencies M: 0409 028 474 
Queensland Road Conditions - 13 19 40 
 

http://www.getready.qld.gov.au/
https://dashboard.boulia.qld.gov.au/
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Feral Pig Management 

Consultation on feral pig management is now open. 
 

Queensland’s draft Feral Pig Management Action Plan 2026–2031 is 
ready for your feedback. 

Feral pigs are a major threat to our environment and agriculture. 
This 5-year Action Plan outlines a best-practice, 

region-specific approach to managing their impact. 
 
Feedback is invited from:  

 primary producers  
 traditional owners  
 natural resource managers  
 government stakeholders.  

 
Your input is vital. Consultation closes Thursday 12 March.  
Have your say https://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/feral-pig-action-plan 
 
 

https://dpi.engagementhub.com.au/feral-pig-action-plan
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Boulia Library… 
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Boulia Fun, Laughs and Brain Teasers… 
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       Boulia’s Yarn …. 
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This is a new section of the CCC. 
Every Month we are going to publish a poem, short story or yarn. 
Please send your piece to be published to library@boulia.qld.gov.au. 
 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF AN AUSTRALIAN “Family” by Julie Woodhouse 
 

It was 1963 and a typical summer Sunday, just perfect for the fortnightly trip to the 
beach, more famously known now as the Gold Coast. In those days going from 
Brisbane to the beach took for ever or so it seemed to us kids, it was a two lane 
highway only and bumper to bumper traffic coming and going on a weekend. 
 

I was 10 years old and along with my three siblings and parents, we crammed 
ourselves into the family’s 1956 Ford Customline sedan which thankfully was large 
enough to accommodate a family of tall people. Baby capsules had not been 
invented so my baby sister sat either between my parents on front bench seat or on 
my mother’s lap. We didn’t even need seat belts at that time. 
 

The rest of us sat in the back seat and squabbled the whole trip, which was also a 
normal thing evoking much yelling from the front seat and the often heard, “don’t 
make me stop this car” or mum trying to reach over and whack one or all of us. 
 

We were already dressed in our togs underneath shorts and t-shirt, no change of 
clothes taken so we were all ready when we hit the beach. The boot of the car held an 
esky with lunch on ice (homemade in tins, no packaged crushed ice from shops then) 
and 2 inner tubes from car tyres ready for blowing up with tyre foot pedal pump, a 
couple of buckets and spades and the mandatory beach umbrella for mum and baby. 
No hats were taken, who thought they were needed, we were all told repeatedly by 
the experts that lots of sun and a lovely brown tan was good for us and the salt water 
even better for good all round health. 
 

Once we parked, unloaded and set up the beach umbrella, we would hit the water 
and there we would stay for hour upon hour, only coming out for lunch and maybe a 
brief time to play in sand, building sandcastles and still squabbling over the inner 
tubes. 
The inner tubes were fabulous for floating over waves, but my father kept a watchful 
eye otherwise you could easily be swept out to sea even in the calmest of conditions. 
We never worried about sharks, stingers or other sea creatures, they must have been 
around but at 10 you are fearless. 
 

We did love to find what we called blue bottles on the beach whilst searching for 
shells and debris and would poke and prod with a stick to see them wobble, I did get 
stung by one and had to see the lifeguard who doused me in vinegar. Shells used to 
be plentiful when the beaches were miles of sand and erosion from natural storm 
events and construction had not wrecked them, once people were allowed to build so 
close to the water fronts though the beaches most often became mere fringes of 
sand and rocks were piled to stop further erosion. 
 

mailto:library@boulia.qld.gov.au
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Lunch time always consisted of cold chicken on fresh bread with tomatoes, lettuce 
and cheese, We ate everything because the sun and exercise always made you 
ravenous. Always fruit for afters and if lucky you were allowed an ice cream or ice 
block before going home.  Apart from Christmas and Easter it was also the only time 
we had soft drinks and usually it was the home-made ginger beer my father excelled 
in brewing. Back to the water, jumping over wavelets, as I could not swim, I never 
went far from the beach. My father who was an expert swimmer would always show 
off and do handstands in the water, his 6ft 3’ legs waving like a tall pine tree out of the 
water. I still cannot swim but then again, I don’t go near the sea now either, as fully 
aware of what could be in there and the sun has already done its damage to my skin. 
 

Sometimes on these trips Dad would carry a fishing line and fish from the rocks to 
take home wonderful sea bream which he always cooked in a beer batter and was 
delicious. He would also look for fresh oysters along rocks and piers and swallow them 
straight from their spot. He was never sick. 
 

Sometimes on the way home we would stop for fish and ships or a pie for our dinner 
that night. This was a special treat and not indulged in often as wages were low and 
we were a big family. KFC and MacDonalds, a favourite of families now were not 
around in Queensland until much later so fish and chips were a big highlight if you 
could get them. 
 

Coming home in the afternoon was a nightmare, we would be in salt dried togs 
underneath our shirts with sand in all our nether regions sticking to the hot vinyl 
bench seat of the car, tired and always sunburnt of course. The traffic would be 
backed up for miles so a slow process which did not help my father’s temper at all 
and much worse if there had been a road accident along the highway as it took even 
longer to get home. No digital devices or in-car television to while away the hours and 
I could not read a book as I would get car sick, so really all you could do was look out 
the window or fight with your brother and sister or played endless rounds of I spy.  
 

Everyone would be tired and cranky, itchy and sore, by todays standards the degrees 
of sunburn would be considered child neglect. We would arrive home, all trying to get 
into the bath first to relieve the sunburn and get rid of the sand. The bathwater had to 
be as hot as you could stand it (compounding the burn) as it was a common belief 
that, that was how you relieve the sunburn. 
 

Days later you could show off at school by peeling off layers of dead skin like a snake 
sloughing its outer layer. 
 

The Good old Days! 
 



 

 

 

 ISSUE 01 | JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2026 | WWW. BOULIA.QLD.GOV.AU  

 
  - 10 - 

 
 
  

       Boulia’s Best Bites …. 
 
\ 
 
E 
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This is a new section of the CCC. 
Every Month we are going to publish a recipe for ‘Boulia’s Best Bites”. Please send your 
favourite or famous recipe to be published to library@boulia.qld.gov.au. 
 

Recipe from Jane Smith 

mailto:library@boulia.qld.gov.au
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Boulia State School… 
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Message from the Principle 
Boulia State School Teachers and Staff have enthusiastically 

welcomed students back for a great year of learning and fun for 
2026. It has been great to see so many students return and we are 

encouraging students to attend school every day (Monday to 
Friday) to make the most of every learning opportunity. It was 
great to see so many families attend our first BBQ Breakfast in 
Week 2 and we are excited for many more events in the future. 

We look forward to sharing more about these wonderful learning 
opportunities and more events in the coming months. 
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Boulia Kids… 
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This is a new section of the CCC. 
Every Month we are going to publish an update on our Boulia Kid’s.  Please send in 
any accomplishments, stories, poems, jokes, artwork, anything that you or your kids 
are proud of, to be published to library@boulia.qld.gov.au. 
 

Update on the Britton Boys 

They say it takes a village to raise kids….. I believe it.  Here is a snapshot 
of what my Boulia boys are up to at boarding school.  We get so busy & 
wrapped up in our lives I have at times forgotten how much joy my kids 
have brought into the worlds of others & how little we all get together in 
the warmer months to have those face to face conversations.  No kids at 
home means no birthday party invites, no kid pick ups/chance 
conversations with other mums/dads.  It is a whole different world that 
many have done long before me & many will continue to do, I just want 
to share a little of their new worlds with their lifelong community. 

Jase started grade 7 at Cathedral in Townsville.  My beautiful cousin 
took him for me as I successfully avoided the gut wrenching, emotional 
turbulence & tears by trekking off to Europe with Mum, Pom & Bradley 
(with Jase’s blessing).  We had one day of “I just cant wait for this year to 
be over” before he settled in.  His room mate’s name is Jace & ALSO 
wants to be an electrical engineer.  What a world.  He is also at school 
with Jack Tindall who used to be at Mackunda they inform me.  He is 
into mountain biking (wants to sign up for a 120km charity ride), has 
only had one asthma attack & loves spending the weekends with his 
cousins.  The wifi is terrible, the staff have ongoing concerns for how 
little he eats & he starts learning to row this term.  He absolutely loves 
the routine, the challenge of the school work, has navigated the school 
portals/leave systems with ease but just wants better wifi.  I hear from 
Jase when he wants something or about once a week. 

Jase repping one of 
the three uniforms 

mailto:library@boulia.qld.gov.au
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Beau Peep (Scots PGC Warwick) calls every day, sometimes twice.  He is full of 
alternative options to boarding school & is ongoingly frustrated at not being 
able to grow up at the rate he wants to.  English teachers are an ongoing 
challenge it would seem, Maths he still loves.  Apparently the Ag teacher has it 
in for him & the metal tech teacher lets him weld independently.  He has won 
another award for his outstanding academic achievements also.  He will 
definitely not be winning any awards for his attitude.  He came 4th in cattle 
judging at a recent show & spent the weekend with Frank doing what he loves 
most…. Work.  He loves Mr Bailey (head of boys jnr boarding) & is frustrated at 
the “immaturity of the other boarders”.  He informs me they are lost 
causes.  Beau is not into photos, we must be in that ‘shame’ stage of life.  He 
counts the days to come home. 

Zack is living his best life with the worst mullet I have ever encountered.  He 
and Holly have started hiking on the weekends when either of them aren’t 
working.  Zack is working at Full belly BBQ on Bowen Road & loves it.  He has 
successfully navigated the bus routes (50c trips) & Holly now has her P’s so 
they are very mobile.  Zack is in year 11 at TecNQ & starts his work experience 
shortly.  They only really do English & maths & the rest of the time they do work 
placement in the trade they seek.  Zack wants to be a carpenter so is actively 
looking for an apprenticeship in Townsville.  Holly has started her school based 
apprenticeship as an auto electrician (She’s in year 12).  They are both looking 
forward to coming home for the holidays. 

 

Zack - School shopping took a 
different turn this year with the 

list consisting of tool belts, 
hammers, safety gear 

Zack won the ‘Industrious’ 
award in 2025 – for being 

brilliant at working with his 
hands. 
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Boulia Community Support Services… 
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Boulia CUC… 
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To find out more about the Boulia CUC, 
to join or to get a copy of the newsletters 
please jump online and check it out: 
https://www.cucrapadcwq.edu.au/boulia/ 
 

The Boulia hub provides a quiet and 
welcoming study environment for students 
seeking focused study time and support. The 
hub features kitchen facilities, a large shared 
study room, and a common area. The facility is 
accessible via a ramp and includes accessible 
bathrooms. 

The hub offers high-speed Wi-Fi, printing, 
scanning, and copying facilities, and a range of 
resources to support students throughout their 
study journey. The hub is accessible to 
registered students 24/7. 

The hub is staffed at least one day per week by 
the Boulia Hub Coordinator and Learning 
Support Advisor, Krystal, and she is contactable 
at other times as needed. 

https://www.cucrapadcwq.edu.au/boulia/
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Boulia Firearm Safety Course… 
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Aaron Lemphers held an Arming the Nation Firearms safety course on 
the 2nd February 2026. The course was very informative and well-
presented. Good fun was had by all, young and not so young. 
If you would like to do a Firearms Safety Course, please see Brett at the 
Min Min Store. 
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Boulia Landcare Group… 
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On behalf of the Boulia Rivers Landcare Kalinda travelled to Brisbane on 
the 21st of September with Doug Allpass and Maria Vega (a soil scientist 
based in Longreach), to attend the National Landcare Conference at the 
Gold Coast. 
The First day of conference started with an 8am registration followed by 
a welcome to country. 
Kalinda was delighted to find Costa Georgiadis was the MC for the 
conference, he made it very entertaining. 
There were some very inspirational speakers and in overall it was very 
informative. 
It was good to hear what other Landcare groups do to keep the interest 
going, some things might work for the Boulia Landcare Group. After the 
first day of conference a meet and greet was held which allowed people 
to have a one on one with other colleagues and guest speakers. 
There were discussions on soil health and of course a lot on the water 
ways. Kalinda was delighted to be able to represent the Boulia Rivers 
Landcare and show our city cousin. 
Kalinda has put the Boulia Shire on some people’s maps as we have the 
same interest of saving the Lake Eyre from weed invasion that’s 
heading its way if we don’t fight it here in our Shire first. 

If you would like to be apart of the 
Boulia Landcare group, please get in 
contact with Kalinda 0408 461 240 or 
boulialandcare@outlook.com for 
more information. 
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Boulia’s Up and Coming Rodeo Superstar… 
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Lareece Daley-Kennedy Born in mount isa 11-01-2013 
Lareece spent most of her young life in Boulia then 
moved to mount isa due to her older sister needing 
special schooling. Lareece’ s mother (Teena Daley) 
and grandmother (Florance Melville) are from 
Boulia. Lareece’ s dad (Nathan Kennedy (Bulldog)) is 
from the Mount Isa area born and raised.  

Lareece started riding calves and mini bulls at age 
10.  

She competed at Dajarra rodeo 2022 and has ridden 
every local rodeo in the area since. Although she has 
no practice pens around, she has been getting on a 
few out at a mates place a couple of times a year to 
help her out. Lareece has earned a pretty lil fan base 
in the FNQ region, and she supports her fellow riders 
with a passion.  

Lareece’ s biggest dream at the moment is to be the 
first indigenous female Australian to be world 
Saddle Bronc champion. Although that’s a few years 
away Lareece is in the running for the Australian 
mini bull team, the tour is set for the USA in 
September 2026. This year Lareece has stepped up 
from Poddy calf riding to the Steer Ride and this 
could be a massive help to her with the up-and-
coming trip to the USA.  

Proud is an understatement as a parent. Big dreams 
and a massive thank you to everyone that help 
Lareece out. 
  

Her future dream as an adult is to have her own 
Toyota and float with a bike and some dogs and just 
travel around doing rodeos and working as a jillaroo 
on stations. It’s all she has talked about since she 
was 6years old.  
 
  

*Information provided by Nathan Kennedy 
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   What’s Happening in Boulia… 
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18 Herbert Street 
Boulia QLD 4289 
 
07 4746 3188 
admin@boulia.qld.gov.au 
www.boulia.qld.gov.au                 

Boulia Shire Council acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia and recognises the continuing 
connection to lands, waters and communities. We pay our respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures; and to Elders 
past and present. 
 
For all enquiries in regards to feature articles or advertising in the Channel Country Chatter please contact our Boulia Shire 
Library  library@boulia.qld.gov.au 074746 3408. 

CONTACTS 
 
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 
 

Julie Woodhouse    0409 233 225  Councillor   
Bob Spilsbury    07 47463158 Boulia Min Min Store  
Del George - JP (MAGCT)  
        

SERVICES & BUSINESSES  PHONE  DAYS & TIMES 
 
RUBBISH REMOVAL DAYS   07 47463188 Monday mornings (Residential) 
 
LIBRARY OPEN DAYS   07 4746 3408 Monday – 8:15am – 5:00pm   
        (closed for lunch 1:15pm – 2:15pm) 

Tuesday – 8:15am – 1:15pm 
Wednesday – 8:15am – 5:00pm   

  (closed for lunch 1:15pm – 2:15pm) 
Thursday – 8:15am – 1:15pm 
Friday–, 8:15am – 1:15pm 
Saturday – 8:15am – 1:15pm 

 
MIN MIN ENCOUNTER    07 4746 3386 Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 5:00pm 
tourism@boulia.qld.gov.au    Weekends - 9:00am – 5:00pm 
 
MAIL DAYS – Boulia Post Office  07 4746 3129 Tuesdays and Fridays from 3pm 
POST OFFICE HOURS (closed 2-3pm lunch)   Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:30pm 
 
REGIONAL EXPRESS   13 17 13 
 
MIN MIN STORE    07 4746 3158 Monday – Friday, 6:00am – 5:30pm 
       Saturday, 6:00am – 1:00pm 
       Sunday, 8:00am – 10:30am  
  
BOULIA ROADHOUSE   0474 050 082 Monday - Friday, 6:00am – 7:00pm 
       Weekends, 6am – 6pm 
       Hours may change in off season 
 
AUSTRALIAN HOTEL BOULIA  07 4746 3144 7 Days a week 9:30am – 12:00am 
       Lunch 12-1pm Dinner 6-8pm 
       No lunch on Sundays 
 
DESERT SANDS MOTEL   07 4746 3000 7 Days a week 
 
BOULIA CARAVAN PARK   0427 021 002 7 Days a week 
 
BOULIA STATE SCHOOL   07 4746 3151 admin@bouliass.eq.edu.au 
 
FREIGHT COMPANIES 
KENLACH TRANSPORT   07 4749 4354 admin@kenlach.com.au  
WWATS TRANSPORT    0428 262 617 orders.tsv@wwts.com.au  
CHANNEL COUNTRY TRANSPORT  0409 617 195 

mailto:admin@boulia.qld.gov.au
mailto:library@boulia.qld.gov.au
mailto:admin@bouliass.eq.edu.au
mailto:admin@kenlach.com.au
mailto:orders.tsv@wwts.com.au

